
From the Editor
Stephen Woollard    swoollard@rzss.org.uk

This issue of the IZE journal proves that the profession of “zoo and 
aquarium education” is alive and well, and is grasping the challenges 
of developing engagement, excitement, inspiration, learning, emotions 
and behaviour change. 

Thanks to the team of IZE regional representatives for gathering these 
articles from across the globe - truly demonstrating our international 
reach and scope. And special thanks to Jane Satchell, Senior Designer, 
Zoos Victoria, for redesigning the Journal’s cover.

At a time when there are on-going and increasing pressures on the 
natural world, and upon people and their day to day lives, our work 
is more important than ever. Sometimes, we may over-emphasise the 
scientific information or the desperate need for conservation, and forget that we need to engage the 
emotions and start with developing a real appreciation for wildlife and nature that leads to people 
wanting to know more, to do something, and to actually do it. So it is fitting that this journal includes a 
diversity of articles covering such aspects of our work.

On a recent visit to London’s National Portrait Gallery I contemplated 
the question of “What is something worth?”. The gallery is proudly 
displaying a self-portrait of Sir Anthony Van Dyck, painted 1640-
41, that has been ‘saved for the nation’ by generous donations to 
enable it to be purchased for £10 million (US$ 17 million).. and this 
is by no means an unusual ‘price’ for many works of art (many of 
which now fetch tens of millions).. the Gallery’s collection must be 
valued at many billions, and there are many similar collections in the 
major cities of the world.

So what is it that encourages people to donate money to save a 
unique piece of art? And we must remember these donations get 
little more than ‘thank you’ in return, except for the good feeling of 
saving the artwork, and being able to see it.
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What therefore is the value of an Amur leopard, Bali starling, Round 
Island skink...? We should not equate them to paintings, but their 
worth must be measured as equally or more important, and beyond 
financial terms, such that saving them for ‘the world’ is worth the 
price, whatever that may be.

The IZE Journal may not be a work of art, but it is a valuable asset and one that we hope you will share 
with others in your organisation, and not just with those directly working in ‘education’.  

As this, the 50th issue of the IZE Journal goes to press, we are preparing to meet in Hong Kong and 
one of our strengths is that we happily share our experiences, ideas and practice and learn from one 
another. Obviously not everyone can attend our biennial conference, so don’t forget that our website 
is freely available to everyone, wherever you are, and it features past issues of the journal and other 
resources. Happy reading... and hopefully you are inspired to write for the next journal - contact your 
regional representative to submit articles.
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