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Aristotle once said, “For the things we have to learn 
before we can do them, we learn by doing them”.  
Experiential learning focuses on the learning process 
for the individual. It is often used synonymously with 
the phrase experiential education, however, while 
experiential learning considers the individual learning 
process, experiential education should be considered 
a broader philosophy of education. An example of 
experiential learning is going to the zoo and learning 
through observation and interaction with the zoo 
environment, as opposed to reading about animals 
from a book. We decide to try and take this one step 
forward by taking people out to where the animals 
actually live, out in the wild. This led us to the creation 
of our program called “Tails to Trails” 
The “Tails to Trails” concept was born in 2012 with 
the aim to generate greater understanding about 
nature, ecology and wildlife in their natural habitat. We 
wanted to provide a fun and memorable experience to 
people from all kind of walks and who are interested 
in forests, nature and wildlife. We believe that we 
now need to think outside he box when it comes to 
promoting the ideas of conservation. We have learnt 
that experiencing the outdoors and getting a feel for 

the animals in their natural spaces goes a long 
way in promoting the message of conservation 
to a much wider and diverse audience. They in-

turn become proponents of the conservation message 
and this we hope will lead to positive actions.
Tails to Trails is administered and operated by the 
‘Madras Crocodile Bank Trust’ (Croc Bank). Croc Bank 
is a specialized reptile zoo in South India and is known 
as one of the first crocodile conservation-breeding 
centers in Asia.  Founded in the 1970’s to conserve the 
three species of Indian crocodilians and to establish 
programs for conservation, education, outreach and 
propagation of endangered reptiles, the mission of the 
trust was and is “To promote the conservation of reptiles 
and amphibians and their habitats through education, 
scientific research and captive breeding.” Our efforts 
are focused on, but are not limited to, Indian species 
and ecosystems and include both in-situ and ex-situ 
components. Today Croc Ban is home to 18 species 
of crocodiles, 7 species of snakes, and 13 species of 
turtles. Croc bank is an open classroom and has team 
of experts who are widely travelled, experienced and 
deeply passionate, not only about herpetofauna but 
ecology and conservation in general. The program 
engages with these people and they in-turn share 
their knowledge and experience.
Our initial programs started small, were based at 
the Croc Bank and sometimes extended to one of 
our 3 field stations. They were focused on reptiles 22
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and amphibians. But over the last few months we have 
expanded our program scope to include other taxa and 
general biodiversity in the various ecosystems in India.
For Tails to Trails we partner with conservation bodies, 
government and non government organizations, 
individual researchers and naturalists who are involved 
in environment education, wildlife research and 
conservation initiatives. We team with people, who 
favor wildlife and habitat protection and sustainable 
management, participate in efforts to improve effective 
and low impact tourism practices.
Each program duration is 4 to 7 days and is limited to 
10 people. We have dealt with topics like forest ecology, 
species diversity, habitat diversity, animal behavior, 
animal interactions, animal and plant identification, 
animal tracking, using basic field equipments for research 
and  methods of data collection and collation. and use.  
These programs also function as stepping stones for 
those who may be considering a career in wildlife 
sciences. It provides opportunities to participants to get 
an overview of the research station, interact with various 
wildlife biologists and researchers, experience first hand 
what a career in wildlife biology and management entails 
and then if interested even go on  and volunteer with 
them. 
Past camp locations include;
Madras Crocodile Bank Trust/ Centre for Herpetology- 
Chennai, Tamil Nadu
Agumbe Rainforest Research Station – Agumbe, 
Karnataka
Hypnale Research Station- Kuveshi, Karnataka
Swapnagandha Valley- Chorla Ghats, Goa, 
Nature’s Nest – adjoining Bhagawan Mahavir Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Goa
Karadi Malai Camp-  Rom Whitaker and Janaki 
Lenin’s farm near Chengalpattu, adjacent to  a 
Tropical Dry Evergreen Forest 
contact: programs@madrascrocodilebank.org
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Photographs:
above: Hypnale hypnale (Hump nosed pit viper)
opposite: Session on turtle taxonomy at Madras 
Crocodile Bank Trust (MCBT), Chennai, India 
bottom left: Rachophorus malabaricus (Malabar Gliding 
Frog) at ARRS
below: Stream Crossing at Kuveshi on a Rainforest 
awareness camp
bottom: Stream ecology activity




