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Introduction 
Children learn best through physical activity and movement.  Our elephant training lessons make use of 
auditory, visual and kinesthetic learning styles to develop children’s social, emotional, cognitive and critical 
thinking skills. This helps develop a passion for science and discovery, a pride in their wildlife heritage, and 
an instinct to care for the natural world. 
Materials and Methods 
(a) Research Baseline 
In mid-2011, our Monitoring of Illegal Killing of Elephants (MIKE) program released a report which indicated 
that the poaching levels in Buffalo Springs and Samburu National Reserves and the Northern Rangeland 
Trust Community conservancies was much lower compared to the high poaching levels in the unprotected 
Turkana community rangeland.
(b) Needs Assessment
Based on this report, a Needs Assessment was conducted in primary schools around Samburu National 
Reserve to find out student knowledge and attitudes towards elephants.  The assessment was in form of 
questionnaires which listed a number of wild animals, elephants included. Students were required to 
indicate which animals they liked or did not like, and why. 
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From the results, it was clear that children in the 
region find elephants to be scary. Positive attitudes 
towards certain animals tended to occur when 
they were useful as a resource (food), beautiful, 
or harmless. There was a mixed reaction when it 
came to elephants. Children who liked elephants 
were because they boost tourism, and their 
ivory is valuable. Those who disliked them were 
because they are viewed as a danger to humans, 
crops and villages. It was clear that we needed 
to shift children’s perceptions and attitudes of 
elephants to “admirable” animals by sharing the 
elephants’ amazing adaptations and contributions 
to the ecosystem as a positive way to balance their 
negative impacts. The Needs Assessment was 
carried out by non-STE staff to discourage students 
from giving biased information.
(c) Designing Elephant Lessons
With this in mind, STE and Disney Animal Kingdom 
educators and scientists partnered to come up 
with a structured curriculum specially designed 
for primary schools located in areas hard-hit by 
elephant poaching. The new tutorial titled ‘Living in 
Harmony with Elephants’ has four sections: Discover 
African Elephants; Save the Savannah; Protecting 
Elephants’ Future and Ours; and Observing 
Elephants and the Savannah. The lessons make 
use of pre/post/post-post evaluations, photos, video 
clips, films, visual aids, posters and both indoor 
and outdoor physical exercises. The first three 
lessons were presented to students at their various 
schools, and to connect them with nature, students 
were taken for a game drive into Samburu National 
Reserve where they were expected to observe 
elephants’ behavior, and how elephants and other 
wildlife relate to their immediate environment.
The elephant lessons are targeted at class 6, 7 and 
8 students and its objectives are to;
i. Create positive student attitudes towards 
elephants 
ii. Increase students’ knowledge about 
elephant behavior, habitats, and its conservation 
challenges 
iii. Encourage human-elephant conflict 
mitigation actions
iv. Provide behaviors that will help students live 
more safely around elephants.  
Results
Before and after the lessons were presented, 
evaluations were carried out to assess changes in 
student knowledge, attitudes and behaviour. Both 
evaluations had ten similar questions and an open-
minded homework assignment where students were 
asked to write a story about an actual encounter they 
had with elephants. From the analysis of the different 
emotions conveyed about these encounters, it was 
evident that the children feared elephants.
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The evaluation results showed tremendous 
improvement in student knowledge and perception of 
elephants, as more students began to comprehend 
why elephants behave the way they do, the extent to 
which they are similar to humans, and the significance 
of their continued existence, thanks to our lessons. For 
instance, when children were asked if they dislike or 
disliked elephants, the average answer moved from 
‘like’ to ‘strongly like’. Also, half of the students could 
site ways elephants are beneficial to the health of the 
savannah. This success may be attributed to the use 
of fun, inspirational, empowering and participatory 
learning techniques. 
Discussion
The interactive setting created is a stimulating change 
for the children, pulling them out of the rigmarole of 
normal lessons which confine them within classroom 
walls, into a captivating environment that allows them 
to see and experience nature and all it has to offer. The 
tutorial is geared at improving students’ knowledge 
and attitude towards elephants, drawing on children’s 
inherent desire to take care of the world around them. 
All the four modules have already been presented to 
standard 8 students in the target Turkana schools. 
These lessons will be presented to each year’s new 
standard eight students in these schools.
Conclusion
Conservation is about choices that people make 
most of which impact on biodiversity. Biodiversity 
conservation therefore is less about biology and more 
about behaviour. One way of making conservation a 

human endeavour is by educating communities. To 
effectively change people’s behaviour, when raising 
awareness, motivational elements are included and 
vary between self interest, social responsibility and 
self transcendent values. 
The baseline data collected on student attitudinal 
changes over time will be used to influence Northern 
Rangelands Trust, local government and Kenya 
Wildlife Service into converting the Turkana area, 
which is one of the hard-hit elephant poaching area, 
into a community conservancy, where the Turkana 
community will take responsibility for and benefit 
from wildlife conservation.
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