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The International Zoo Educators association is now into its 5th decade, having 
been founded in 1972, and I am honoured and delighted to be the 21st IZE 
journal editor.  Over the years each editor has helped to advance the profession 
of zoo and aquarium education and I have a tough act to follow. Fortunately, I 
am supported by a great team of regional editors and a vibrant and active IZE 
membership, as demonstrated at our IZE Chester conference last year and by 
the diversity and strength of articles in this edition of the journal.
As readers of previous journals will notice, I have made some changes to layout 
and design which hopefully meets your approval and continues to represent 
our profession well. The articles show the global reach of IZE with submissions 
from all the continents (except Antarctica - unlikely we’ll have a member based 
there I think). I am already looking forward to reading submissins for the 2014 
journal - send them in to your regional editors please. 
In this modern age of social media and internet communication some may 
wonder if we still need a printed journal. Whilst we do make our past journals accessible online, the printed 
copy is a valuable tool and resource. Whilst some of you may walk around everywhere with a smartphone or 
tablet device,  there is something special about the physical act of holding and reading a journal, and it has 
the advantage of being able to be left for others to read, to pass onto colleagues and share with senior staff.
Having been involved in zoo education for over a quarter of a century I have seen many changes in society 
and technology and the ability to travel and communicate globally and many innovations in our work, but 
it is clear, and reflected in the articles, that our work in connecting people with nature and providing real 
experiences and activties, is needed now more than ever. 
The importance of providing learning opportunities is well summarised by the oft quoted Senegalese 
environmentalist Baba Dioum, “In the end we will conserve only what we love; we will love only what we 
understand; and we will understand only what we have been taught.”  I think we can add definition to what 
is meant by being ‘taught’ - it’s not about lecturing or preaching, its about engaging with and experiencing 
nature and the world around us. Hopefully the content of this journal goes a small way to support Zoo, 
Aquarium and Reserve educators using the opportunities we have to really affect the future of our planet. 
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