
This recognition is vital for RCF and other conservation 

organizations in PNG because it means the local people 

are able to identify the purpose and importance of 

biodiversity conservation efforts in their communities. 

In conclusion, IEK is vital for conservation education as 

it enables people to recognize the value of their traditio-

nal local resources and participate in their management. 

It has been recognized in the Conservation Area Teacher 

Training Workshops that integrating indigenous environ-

mental knowledge and practices with internationally-

promoted conservation management can improve 

education for local school students. This approach can 

reinforce the value of IEK as traditional practices that are 

good for conservation and help to retain these practices 

as indigenous communities seek to modernize.  ‹›
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Since 2002, a notable education conservation project has been taking place in Northeastern Argentina. 

Affective campaigns, talks, dramatizations, puppet shows, stories and drawings proved very effective 

tools in gaining the confidence of children and youngsters and learning more about the predators’ 

perception. The protagonists were the maned wolf and Geoffroy´s cat: rare and charismatic species. 

Wild Carnivores: 
     From Conflict to Tolerance

Wild carnivores are considered rare, beautiful, 

powerful and majestic animals. Around the 

world they are regarded as mega charismatic. However, 

conflicts between predators and man are on the rise. 

Frequently, the implementation of specific educational 

projects is required to get at the root of the problem and 

generate conservation actions. The project ‘Carnivore 

Conservation’ in the Northeast of Argentina’s aim was 

to work together with local children to create a new 

image of wild carnivores; re-thinking them as predators, 

as necessary components of ecosystems, thereby 

promoting their value in the wilderness.

Species in conflict
Until the last century, Northeastern Argentina  

was inhabited by six species of wild cats (60% of  

South American felids): jaguar (Panthera onca), puma  

(Puma concolor), ocelot (Leopardus pardalis), pampas cat 

(Leopardus colocolo), Geoffroy’s cat (Leopardus geoffroyi), 

and jaguarundi (Puma yagouarundi). The puma was 

considered extinct since the 1950’s but has recently 

been sighted by rural residents. Today, carnivores 

found in the region consist of one procyonid, three 

mustelids, three felids and three canids, including the 

maned wolf (Chrysocyon brachyurus). All the species are 
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killed for different reason: myths, legends and customs 

which determine local traditions and behaviors over 

long periods (Linares 2003). Interviews (n=600) with 

rural people show that the factors which promote 

human carnivore conflict have been poorly charted. 

Main activities 
The project has worked together with rural schools to 

design activities to improve writing, reading and debating 

skills (Soler et al. 2006). Additionally, three kinds of educa-

tional strategies were implemented for conservation:

1 Awareness campaign: talks with dramatizations of 

the maned wolf and wild cats. Participants ranged 

from 4 to 17 years old. Also teachers took part in the 

activities.

2 Printed resources: guides on carnivores. Children 

between 6 to 13 years of age received the material. 

Teachers directed the activity.

3 Workshops on the conservation of the maned wolf and 

its habitat. Children between 3 and 13 years partici-

pated; the youngest ones with their parents. Puppet 

shows and drawings were the activities carried out 

in small groups. Children were amongst other things 

encouraged to paint maned wolf silhouettes.

Writing versus drawing? 

The talks and the puppet dramatizations proved a 

useful trigger in developing additional activities and 

helped us to create a warm and pleasant environment 

in which to work together for the same purpose. The 

children felt very comfortable with the dramatizations 

and the artistic activities which pursued. 

The printed material, however, presented disadvantages 

due to the fact that we worked with bilingual communi-

ties (Spanish and Guaraní). Currently, we consider  

the texts as a tool of little value in uncovering the 

perception and knowledge of the children about the 

wild carnivores because of their poor command of  

the Spanish language. The difficulties in writing and 

interpreting texts must be taken into account when 

planning teaching strategies since it is not possible  

to build an environmental education program only  

on recreational activities. The implementation of 

drawing as an educational as well as evaluation 

method in conservation should be complemented  

with other educational strategies in order to gain a 

more comprehensive picture on the perception of 

children, and to determine their knowledge about  

the environment. 
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Strengths and weaknesses
We have established the following weaknesses in trying 

and testing our program:

1 Bad writing or incorrect use of the Spanish language

2 Poor syntax and general inability to write complete 

sentences

3 Lack of creativity

4 Lack of concentration

5 Poor interpretation of texts, even the simplest ones 

On the other hand, we recognize specific strengths:

1 The maned wolf is a charismatic and emblematic 

species

2 There is a definite interest in learning more about 

predators

3 In general, the project and the educational activi-

ties are well received

Kneading and shaping both the weaknesses and 

strengths, we evaluated and then developed new 

inclusive educational strategies, involving all the 

stakeholders of the community. 

Conservation action relies on the development of 

public understanding of the relationships between wild 

species, the environment and peoples’ own attitudes 

and behaviors (WAZA 2005). To this effect, the maned 

wolf was used as a tool to increase knowledge about 

biodiversity, and to promote a positive attitude and 

tolerance towards so-called conflictive species.  ‹›
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